
[image: image1.emf]Brian Cave,
le Fourquet, 46300, Gourdon, France

Tel: (0033) (0) 5 65 41 42 69

E-mail
lefourquet@orange.fr
Web page -  http://www.lefourquet.net/
Blog site   http://pensionersdebout.blogspot.com/

To:- The Labour Party,  39, Victoria Street,  London  SW1H 0HA

Conservative Party Headquarters,  30 Millbank, London, SW1P 4DP
The Liberal Democratic Party, 4 Cowley Street, London, SW1P 3NB
16th March 2010
Dear Mr. ****** (Brown, Cameron, Clegg)
This letter is to draw your attention to the need to express your intentions towards the old age pensioners and the other British Citizens who live in Europe beyond the shores of Britain.
I control a blog-site http://pensionersdebout.blogspot.com/   which is increasingly popular.  It could be helpful to you to look at this.
I wrote to last February 2009 a letter which is still available to read on

http://lefourquet.net/Blogelectionvar1.html     ---Your reply (****varied comments according to Party) 

You will find an essay on the nature of Europe as seen by the OAPs in Europe on the following link.
http://pensionersdebout.blogspot.com/2010/01/what-is-europe-essay.html
The British citizen in Europe (especially the elderly) recognises that they represent Britain.  It would be gratifying if they felt that their own National Government respected and supported them.

In 2009 nearly one in ten British Old Age Pensioners lived abroad (9.3%). In the EU beyond Britain there are nearly 450,000 Britons over sixty years of age.  Besides these there is an unknown multitude of younger Britons who are taking advantage of the free spirit and forward looking attitudes expressed by our fellow Europeans.

The problems we face are expressed well enough in the links above. There are four areas of concern.  They are considerable matters
1. Most especially - the removal of financial constraints. These include those imposed by British Banks (inability to open accounts), and the freedom to move financially without the constraints imposed by the British Government in illegally refusing payment of benefits to the elderly.  

2.  You need to be aware that £/€ exchange  rates  are a disaster for the OAPs and need to be stabilised. 

3.  A further issue is the unfair taxation brought about by the inappropriate interpretation of the Double Taxation Treaty by France on Government pensions.  

4.  And finally of course the need to remove the constraints to voting as British Citizens. 

It would be helpful if in the next Government a Minister were appointed to meet the needs of the Britons living in Europe. 

What is the attitude of the (**Labour/Conservative/Liberal Democratic**) Party towards continental Europe and the British Citizens who live there?

